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This mosque is located at Bani Al Tayar,
close to the city of Mahweet. It can be accessed
through a dusty road off the asphalt-paved
main road extending from Sana’a to Mahweet.
Inscriptions in the prayer place indicate that
the mosque was built at the behest of Bazel Ibn
Al Laith Ibn Bazel, but it does not mention
the exact date of establishment. However,
archacological evidence and  decorative
elements confirm that the mosque was built in
the second half of the 6th century A.H.

The Qaidan Mosque is a relatively small
building, and was built with mortar-covered
stones. It can be accessed from two gates, one of
which in the south and the other in the north.
Like any other mosque in Yemen, the Qaidan
Mosque consists of an open nave with a (9 x
10 meter) prayer place in the front, covered
with fourteen panels of different dimensions.
The panels are decorated with geometric and
plant shapes with kufi and thulth scripts,
drawn by a skilled artist who must have had
long experience in harmonizing scripts and
colors.

The decorations in this mosque reflect an
advanced form of Arabic arabesque. These
can be clearly seen in the decors which adeptly
employ certain elements in beautiful and
artistic ways. These indicate a high sense of art,
and reflect the great experience and dexterity
of the Yemeni architect in this masterpiece — a
true product of Islamic architecture in Yemen.



